
What is Shutter Speed Priority?
Mentor Night – 10 Minute Kickoff

What situations work best with shutter speed priority?
How do I change my device mode to shutter speed priority?

Shutter Speed Priority - You let the camera know 
that you are choosing the shutter speed and the 
camera’s brain is responsible for calculating the 
Aperture and ISO.



Shutter – Opens to let light in, 
then closes based on shutter speed.

Part of the Camera Body.
Mechanical or Electronic.



Aperture - Like your pupil opens
and closes, controls focus depth



ISO – Amplification of light 
High ISO degrades photo quality 

Like high TV volume, distorts sound



Techniques with Shutter Speed change perceptions
The freezing of movement or showing blur has a big effect on what and how the 
photo communicates. Humans are poor a “seeing” motion. 

1/1000 of a second, f/4, ISO 500, 50mm
Freeze the motion

30 seconds, f/4, ISO 400, 45mm
Smooth the water to increase reflection

and more cloud motion



Activity

Activity – In “Shutter Priority” mode change shutter speed
• Changing to Shutter Priority is similar to how you changed to Aperture mode

Canon – “Tv”, Nikon – “S” Modes

Android
ProCam X Lite 

(free)

Adjusting Speed

Ask Google
how do I change the shutter 
speed on my OM1 camera

Turn the shutter speed ring …



Using focus techniques with Shutter Speed
• What freezes movement?

• How do you freeze a moving subject 
and “motion blur” the background?
• Panning – move the camera sync’d to 

subject

• What if you want the water to be 
blurred to look silky, but everything 
else in focus?
• Slow shutter speed (1 sec)

1/1000 of a second, f/4.5, ISO 1000, 70mm

Hummingbird wings 1/4000
Birds in flight 1/2000
Trains, autos, bikes 1/1000
Soccer, horses 1/500
Walkers 1/250
Light wind  1/125
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https://digital-photography-school.com/mastering-panning-to-photograph-moving-subjects/
https://digital-photography-school.com/shoot-process-better-waterfall-photos/
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