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Today's Roadmap 

Understand  key 
techniques for zoo 
photography.

1

Learn how to 
capture photos 
suitable for nature 
or other 
competitions in a 
zoo setting.

2

Gain confidence in 
photographing 
animals in captivity 
and in the wild.

3
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Q&A Don't Panic! We'll get through it all.
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Zoo
Photos

Win Local 
and NECCC 

Awards



Zoo Photos Expand Beyond Nature Category
NECCC 1st Place - Monochrome Portrait  category

CAP 1st - Place Portrait  category

2nd Place - Assigned 
Subject ▲ ◙¸╙ɝ ʻɴ
Blue◦. A Meal Cures 
the Blues

NECCC ▲ Honor Award 
▲ Open Color



Navigating Nature Rules

Nature rules vary widely with every 
camera club and competition type. 

Understanding the rules is a key 
part of entering Nature photos.

ūȞƒˉ ƒʫǟ ̈ɴ˞ʫ ǁɋ˞Ʒ☻ʻ ãƒˉ˞ʫǟ ʫ˞ɋǟʻ╖
NORTH HAVEN

PSA NATURE GUIDE FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHERS & 

JUDGES,  2021 ▲ 23 PAGESAllowed?



Flagpole 

Photographers 

Camera Club 

Nature Rules

Depicts our world without any sign of human -
made artifacts.

Editing must maintain a natural look, and 
adding elements is not allowed. Also, borders 
are not allowed.

Banded or tagged animals are allowed. 
However, tame or wild domesticated animals 
are not allowed.

In addition to the rules for all categories. For 
ǟ̇ƒɝʠɋǟ┴ ǁƒʠˉ˞ʫǟǌ Ʒ̈ ̈ɴ˞┴ ǟǌȩˉǟǌ Ʒ̈ ̈ɴ˞ ═



The 4 Levels of Storytelling by PSA
Nature Images Must Tell a Story

The Levels of storytelling described below are intended only as
 a guide to help judges distinguish between weak and strong nature stories

9

Level 1

┘Descriptive stories
├These are images that are limited to descriptive information about the subject -

shape, color, size and so on ►often with the subject in a static position.

Level 2
┘Behavior and life cycle stories
├Tell a story about part of its life cycle ►flying, stages of life cycle, food gathering

Level 3
┘Same species interactions
├Same species (mates, parents/offspring, group members, and so on) interact

Level 4
┘Different species interactions
├The nature story is often more complex because it involves more than one species.

High technical 
standards are 
expected at 
all levels.

Quotes and Photos  from PSA Nature Photography Guide 2022-15Sept21
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Around 
the 

World 
Safari

┘In One Day
┘Lots of Animals
┘Inexpensive

Zoos Are a Unique 
Opportunity to Capture 
Amazing Photos



Zoo Visits -  The Reality of the Numbers
You've had a great photo day if 1% are competition photos!

JȞƒɣǟ☻ʻ
Photo
Zoo 
Adventures

International - Johannesburg (2015), Sydney (2015, 
2018), India (2018), Singapore (2019).

USA (West/South) - Dallas (2017), Fort Worth 
(2018), Phoenix (2019), Oregon (2016, 2018, 2025).

USA (East) - Bronx (2017, 2021, 2023, 2025), 
Beardsley (2025)

Used 9  (0.24%)

Edited 27  (0.72%)

Captured 3,754 photos in one day at Bronx Zoo Continues for a mile



Outdoor and 

Indoor 

Opportunities 



Also

 Non- Nature

Photo 

Opportunities
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What
Research Zoo Activities
┘Check the daily schedule for specific animal encounters or educational tours.

Target Feeding Times 
┘¸ǌǟɣˉȩȇ̈ ˿Ȟǟɣ ƒɣȩɝƒɋʻ ƒʫǟ ƷǟȩɣȊ ȇǟǌ┴ ɴȇˉǟɣ ȩˉ☻ʻ ˿Ȟǟɣ ˉȞǟ̈ ƒʫǟ ɝɴʻˉ ƒǁˉȩ˻ǟ ƒɣǌ ˻ȩʻȩƷɋǟ╕

Master the Map 
┘Study the layout ahead of time to prioritize the exhibits with your "must -see" list.

Skip the Lines
┘Buy your tickets online to maximize your time behind the lens rather than in a queue.

Home Base
┘Identify a central location as a mid -day meetup point to exchange ideas.



When?
ÅDuring Off -Peak Times
ÅGo weekdays and early 

mornings.
ÅAvoid special days, summer 

and school breaks.
ÅThe Bonus
ÅCheck your local library for 

discount passes.
Wednesday, November 17, 2021, at 11:30 am.

Bronx Zoo parking lot is nearly empty!



Dress for the Success
Layer Up
┘Easy to remove layers, as you will be moving between 

outdoor paths and humid, heated indoor exhibits.

Check the Forecast
┘Overcast days act as a natural diffuser
┘Raining days animals often hide, reschedule.

Footwear Matters
┘Expect to walk several miles; prioritize comfort over 

style to stay focused on your shots.



Bring at most one extra lens to keep your 
kit lightweight and mobile .

Limit 
Your Lens

No tripods and no flash. Often prohibited 
and are obstacles in crowded areas.

Leave the 
Extras

Bring extra batteries.Power Up

Think of 1,000s of photos as normal.Storage 

Don't forget water and snacks to maintain 
your energy levels.

Personal 
Essentials

ϕtğüŝϷЪϷzğüŝϖ 
Gear Bag
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The Obstacle Course 

Backgrounds Cages Fences Glass

Lighting People Restricted 
Views Safety 



Watch Your Backgrounds

Sharp edge implies non -nature and 
distracts viewer



Get camera 
close to fence

Better when the 
animal is far 

from the fence

Focus on the 
animal

Use longer 
focal length, 

zoom in!

Try an aperture 
width wider 

than the wire
What matters is the physical size of the aperture 
opening (entrance pupil), not just the f -number. A 
larger entrance pupil makes the fence blur away 
Ʒǟǁƒ˞ʻǟ ˉȞǟ ɋǟɣʻ ǁƒɣ ǟȇȇǟǁˉȩ˻ǟɋ̈ ◙ʻǟǟ ƒʫɴ˞ɣǌ◦ ˉȞǟ ˿ȩʫǟ╕
This is why 200mm f/4 can outperform a 50mm f/1.8.

Making Wire 
Vanish


